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UROPE’S LARGEST INLAND SEAPORT,

fast hinterland connections by road,

rail, air and water, ample space
to grow and a highly skilled, productive
workforce... Antwerp has all the things
you would expect of the world’s preferred
gateway to Europe. But also a few you
wouldn’t. Like some of the best boutique
shopping in the region, a rich cultural
heritage and inspiring architecture at
every turn. In more ways than one,

business and pleasure form an integrated : R
. Clty Of Commerce and Industry
package in Antwerp. Antwerp
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Marc BEERLANDT

Marc Beerlandt, Managing
Director of Mediterranean Shipping

Company Belgium NV, emphasizes: “MSC
Belgium is regarded by its Principals as a
leading agent, together with the Port of
Antwerp, which is undoubtedly the port
with the highest strategic importance
for MSC in Western Europe. Antwerp
is the main transhipment hub for the
global operations of MSC. An important
asset of Antwerp is the work ethic of
the employees. Moreover, they have
all enjoyed excellent training. Another
important asset of Antwerp is the presence
of cargo, coming from both the local
industry and the hinterland. Last but not
least, Antwerp offers many connections
which enables us to offer good prices to
our customers. In sum, Antwerp and MSC is
a perfect marriage. We would certainly like
to keep expanding here.”

Philippe VAN DOOREN

Philippe Van Dooren, Editor in Chief of
De Lloyd and Transport Echo, publications
specialised in multimodal and international
transport news with headquarters in
Antwerp, adds: “Why Antwerp? Because of
its port, which makes it a city of the world,
but which is as easy-going as a suburban
town. And because it’s a city of hard-
working people who also enjoy life to
the full.”

Fernand HUTS

According to Fernand

Huts, CEO of Katoen Natie, “Antwerp
offers CEOs of multinationals everything
their hearts desire. Antwerp may be on
a smaller scale than world cities such
as London and Paris, but it still has
everything in store to meet the needs of
large companies, like a quality logistics
infrastructure and Antwerp’s outstanding
location as a gateway to the European
markets, both critical assets.” He also cites
“Antwerp’s capacity for expansion, which
is not always the case in other European
(port) cities located on major supply
routes.”

Eric NOTERMAN

CEO DP World Belgium,

explains: “Antwerp is a preferred
location for companies because of its
central position and longstanding tradition
as a centre for international commerce.
This means that many multinational
companies have built their own depots in
the port of Antwerp which gives Antwerp
an important comparative advantage -
there is constant interaction between the
manufacturing and shipping sector within
the port. Antwerp is also strategically
positioned for shippers to strengthen
their competitive position, while reducing
cost and transport time. From a European
perspective, we consider Antwerp to be the
best choice for all handling requirements
of your goods.”

Maria VAN MEENEN

Maria Van Meenen,

Managing Director of Dissaco,
distribution & shipping services and
agencies, emphasizes: “Antwerp is the
place to be! It is the crossroads of Europe
and the rest of the world. No wonder
Antwerp has a long tradition in logistics!
The many forwarders, shipping agents
and added value service providers are true
problem solvers and adapt easily to all
situations because of abundant expertise
and a rich multicultural history. Our offices
are located ideally next to the port and the
major highways. And, importantly, they are
very affordable compared to neighbouring
cities and countries!”

Liesbeth GEYSELS

Liesbeth Geysels, Managing Director of
the Flemish Institute for Logistics, explains:
“The Flemish Institute for Logistics is a
knowledge centre that helps companies to
realise innovative supply chain projects and
hence improve their competitiveness. Being
located in Antwerp is not a coincidence.
With the port of Antwerp and the presence
of the number one chemical cluster in
Europe and second in the world, our
offices are in the midst of vibrant logistical
activity.”

Sven VERSTREPEN

founding partner of
TRI-VIZOR, is convinced that “the

logistics sector in on the verge of a
paradigm shift as some of the largest
shippers in the world are gearing up
to bundle their supply chains.” He
continues: “TRI-VIZOR acts as a neutral
party in orchestrating these horizontal
collaborations and cross-company supply
networks. As a pioneer in this field,
TRI-VIZOR won the European Supply
Chain Distinction Award for Innovation
in 2011.” The location of their offices in
Antwerp is not due to chance. “Antwerp is
an important European gateway with an
extensive hinterland. Antwerp’s central
location in the Benelux, in combination
with the rich knowledge and experience
of the logistic service providers, make it the
ideal biotope to bundle supply chains.”
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